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OII Tl’le COVGI‘

Elderberry, belonging to the
genus Sambucus in the family
Adoxaceae, encompasses
around 10 species of shrubs
and small trees. These plants
are primarily native to
temperate or subtropical
forested regions in both the
Northern and Southern
Hemispheres. Elderberries hold
significance as garden shrubs,
forest plants, and sources of
berries, which serve as food for
wildlife and are widely used in
the production of wines, jellies,
pies, and medicinal remedies.
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Monday, January 27, 2095 6:00 pm

Join Us for the January Meeting: Let’s Talk 2025 Budget!

It's time to kick off the new year with friends, good food, and
meaningful conversation! Our January meeting will center
around an important topic: the 2025 budget. While budgeting
might not be the flashiest subject, your input is crucial in
shaping our plans for the year ahead.

And let’s be honest—who can resist great company and
delicious food? Diane will be serving up her famous chili with
all the fixin's, so come hungry! Please bring along a side dish
or dessert to share as we ease back into our routine and
reconnect after the holidays.

Don’t miss this opportunity to have your say, enjoy some

laughs, and start 2025 off on the right note. We can’t wait to
see you there!

TENNESSEE’*i 4
TREE D.HY

Good News!
It is time to reserve your trees for Tennessee Tree Day.
Did you know?

Over 1 Million trees have been planted throught this
program since 2007.

Order Online Today

https://www.tectn.org/tennesseetreeday.html
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Presidents Message

The New Year is an exciting time
for gardeners as it brings
opportunities to plan, prepare, and
dream about the seasons ahead.
Here are some ideas to kickstart
your gardening year:

January Gardening Tips

Plan Your Garden

«  Sketch out your garden layout
for the year.

«  Decide on the crops, flowers, or
plants you want to grow.

+  Research new varieties or
techniques you'd like to try.

Order Seeds and Supplies

« Catalogs are typically available
now—perfect for choosing
seeds and tools.

«  Stock up on fertilizers, pots,
and soil amendments.

Start Indoor Gardening

+  Begin sowing seeds indoors for
early crops like tomatoes,
peppers, and herbs.

+  Consider growing microgreens
or sprouts for a quick harvest.

Maintain Tools

+  Clean, sharpen, and oil
gardening tools.

+  Check irrigation systems or
hoses for damage.

Prepare Soil

+ Testyour soil to determine
nutrient levels.

+  Add compost, manure, or other
organic matter to enrich your

beds.
Winter Protection

+  Ensure perennials and trees are
well-mulched.

«  Check on overwintering plants
in greenhouses or cold frames.

Set Gardening Goals

+  Whether it's growing a new type
of vegetable or creating a
pollinator-friendly space, set
clear goals for the year.

Gardening Resolutions

+  Sustainability: Use fewer
chemicals and adopt
eco-friendly practices.

+  Biodiversity: Include native
plants to attract pollinators and
support wildlife.

+  Experimentation: Try growing
something entirely new to
challenge yourself.

What are your gardening plans for
this year?

Happy Gardening,
Diane McCullen

P]an{ Sa]e In][o

Early Plant Sale
Saturday, March 15, 2025
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

This will be held in the extension
building. There will be a booth set
up outside for our Ask a Master
GardenerBooth table.

Planting dates for the early sale will
be February 11, 12 and 13 from 10
AM - 2 PM. Meet in the Greenhouse.
Please let Shauna know if you can
attend one or more of these
planting events.

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, April 19, 2025
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

We will need ez ups for this event.
Please let Diane know if you can
bring one or two.
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Mee’cing Minutess
November 18, 2024

Program

Keith Watson presented an
informative session entitled “Birds
of Sevier County”.

Call meeting to order

The meeting was called to order by
Vice President Andrew Hennigh at
7:26 p.m.

Secretary's Report

The minutes of the October
meeting were published in the last
newsletter. There were no
additions or corrections, and the
minutes will stand as printed.

Vice President’s Report
No report
Treasurer's Report

The October financial report was
published in the last newsletter.
The report will stand as printed.
John requested that all
expenditures be given to him as
soon as possible so that he can
finalize the budget.

JMG's Report
No report
Extension Agent

Matthew reported that the new
Master Gardener class applications
will be accepted until December
15th, 2024. This class will start at
the end of January. It will include
Zoom lectures. The participants
will be going to the Senior Center
as well as Wilderness Wildlife
week.

Matthew requested that all
members input their volunteer
hours by November 24th so that
everyone can be considered for the
appropriate awards.

Committee Reports
Demo Garden
No report
Senior Center

Glenna reported that the group has
been active at the Senior Center.
They are preparing cuttings and
plants for the new year.

Newsletter

Andrew reminded all members to
have all articles and information to
Mandy by January 1st, 2025.

Christmas Party

Members were asked to bring
homemade desserts to the
Christmas party.

Plant Sale

Andrew stated that we are planning
to hold the plant sales on March
15th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
April 19th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
We are considering using the
parking lot outside of the
fairgrounds near the food bank. We
are also considering using the
Senior Center. This will need to be
done if demolition of the fair
buildings will prevent us from using
the areas next to the Extension
office.

All members were asked to bring
rectangular tables to the sale as
there were not enough during the
last sale.

Members were also asked to bring
tents if they have them.

Old Business
Vendor list for Plant Sale

Andrew reported that Dixie is
working on the updated list.

New Business
Member at Large

Andy Bush moved that Steve
Greenwell be elected to the
member at large position. John
Oakberg seconded the motion. The
motion was unanimously approved.

E-mail Scam

Andrew notified everyone about the
recent scam e-mail that requested
money be sent to Diane. Andrew
stated that Diane will never ask for
money via an e-mail.

Adjournment

The meeting was called to a close
at 7:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted.
Monica Scaccianoce, DNP
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VOIIIII{?GGI‘ Opporjtunﬁes Demo Gar(len NGWS

My People Senior Activity Center Garden Work Days Wednesday, We will begin our monthly schedule of
January 15th, Saturday, February 1st, 9:00 AM work days in February. The first

workday of the year will beTuesday,
Wilderness Wildlife Week, January 28th through February 1st, February 18th at 1:00 PM.

2025, Ramsey Hotel and Convention Center, Pigeon Forge.
Contact Steve Greenwell for information.

Demo Garden Work Day, Tuesday, February 18th, 1:00 PM

Mee’tings ancl EVGIIIIS

January Board Meeting, Tuesday, January 21st, 3:00 PM

Monthly Meeting, Monday, January 27th, 6:00 PM
(a week later than usual due to MLK Holiday).

Wilderness Wildlife Week, January 28th through February 1st,

January 28th through February 1st.
2025.

Volunteers needed to assist with
Master Gardner table. Sign up at
January meeting.

Monthly Meeting, Monday, 17th, 6:00 pm.PM

Lductional Oppor{uniﬁes

Melody’'s Monday Musings (Greene County).
LINK HERE

Buncombe County (NC) Master Gardener Video Series
LINK HERE

Discover Life in America from our own GSMNP offers a variety of ¢ QAWZ/”/ @0{0

online educational resources, including a podcast and archives

from the popular Science @ the Sugarlands (pre-pandemic). A heartfelt thank you to

LINK HERE Patsy Farmer for organizing
Wilderness Wildlife Week, January 28th through February 1st, the Ho“day Party! The event
2025, Ramsey Hotel and Convention Center, Pigeon Forge. was absolutely lovely, and
LINK HERE we truly appreciate all your

Organic Growers School, March 14th through 16th, 2025, Mars hard work and dedication.

Hill University, Mars Hill, NC.
LINK HERE
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https://sites.google.com/utk.edu/mondaymusings/2023-schedule?authuser=0
https://www.buncombemastergardener.org/gardening-videos/
https://dlia.org/education/
https://www.mypigeonforge.com/event/wilderness-wildlife-week/
https://www.organicgrowersschool.org/spring-conference

MdSlIeI‘ Gar(lener AW&I‘(JS —2024

John Oakberg

The Dub Julian Award Darlene Kemp

Rookie of the Year

o K?ren fL&SSY Leo Lubke
ucator ot the Year Most Volunteer Hours

Patsy Farmer i
Linda Lubke
Youth Educator of the Year Most CEUs
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Service Hours 100+ ~9094

Dixie Seaton - 182 Hours Karen Less - 152.35 Hours Nat Cassel - 111

Monica Scaccianoce - 106 Hours Andrew Hennigh - 113.25 Hours John Oakberg - 136 Hours

Not Pictured:
Leo Lubke - 330.25
Shauna Bayless - 114.50
Karen Hall - 108

Glenna Julian- 137 Hours Lois Worthington - 160 Hours
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Contacts

Diane McCullen, President
I[dmccullen@sbcglobal.net 832.605.5769

Andrew Hennigh, Vice President
arsheffer5@icloud.com 517.614.0642

Monica Scaccianoce, Secretary
monicascaccia@aol.com 954.309.0434

John Oakberg, Treasurer
oakbergjl@bellsouth.net 865.428.6265

Linda Douglas, Member-at-large
4mom2go@gmail.com 865.803.3807

Shauna Bayless, Greenhouse Coordinator
shauna.bayless@gmail.com

Adam Hopkins,
Sevier Co. Extension Director
ahopkins@utk.edu 865.453.3695

Matthew Anderson

Sevier Co. Extension Agent Horticulture &
4H

mande125@utk.edu 865.453.3695

seviermastergardner@gmail.com

UT Sevier Co Extension Office
865.453.3695

Y ears O][ Service Award

3 Years
Nat Cassell, Becky Felty, Andrew Hennigh,
Jeanne Ogle, Bonnie Young

5Years
Pcitured: Sandra Palmer
Not Pictured: Donald Norstrand, Steve Wilson

10 Years
Pat Butler
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